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Much of Shoal Lake #40 is located in Ontario, cut off from Ontario’s “mainland” by a
causeway between it and Iskatewizaagegan #39 Independent First Nation (a.k.a. Shoal
Lake #39). While a barge service is available during the summer, and vehicles routinely
cross the ice in the winter, Shoal Lake #40 is concerned about the safety of such an
arrangement. Shoal Lake #40 has been seeking an all-season road under its
“Freedom Road” campaign, calling for a road connecting the reserve to the Trans
Canada Highway. Because of the geography, such a road would run through Crown
Land in Manitoba.
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The most recent protest in support of Shoal Lake #40 took place in Winnipeg on
December 8, 2014 during a meeting between the Chief of Shoal Lake #40, Winnipeg's
mayor and Manitoba’s Minister responsible for relations with the City of Winnipeg,
where the Chief said that "collaboration, partnership and a strong willingness to work
together" were the key points from the meeting * 2 . More recently*, Winnipeg and
Manitoba officials have said they're willing to work with Shoal Lake #40 on the project.

In February 2015, Shoal Lake #40 Chief Erwin Redsky told media that the First Nation
cannot support a proposed twinning of the Trans-Canada Highway until funding
commitments for the all-season road into the community are confirmed. °



Shoal Lake #40 (as well as neighbouring Iskatewizaagegan #39) is also concerned
about what it considers a lack of adequate compensation for allowing Winnipeg access
to Shoal Lake for drinking water while having its activities limited. In 1989, the City of
Winnipeg set up a $6-million trust fund in exchange for unrestricted access to the water
from Shoal Lake. Shoal Lake #40 receives interest payments from the fund and is
banned from any project that could affect water quality. ° The First Nation also says
being cut off from the mainland makes it more expensive to build a water treatment
plant ’. Most recently, the band has pointed to the irony of Winnipeg being briefly
disrupted by a boil water advisory while the First Nation has been on such an advisory
for more than 15 years 2 2 1°,

Representatives of nearby Iskatewizaagegan #39 have gone as far as publicly
threatening to cut off the flow of water to Lake of the Woods, which would eventually

lower the level of Shoal Lake to the point where Winnipeg’'s water intake would not work
11 12 13

Groups and individuals supporting Shoal Lake #40 in its water quality campaign include
the International Joint Commission ** (which has asked for information about Shoal
Lake #40’s concerns from Canada and the United States), David Suzuki *°, Amnesty
International *°, the Council of Canadians *’, and Idle No More Manitoba *2.

On February 3, 2015, a consultant for the First Nation issued a public Request for
Proposals seeking "Design Consultant Services for the planning, design and
construction phases for a 25km all season road and structures between the existing
Shoal Lake 40 road system and the Trans Canada Highway". The deadline for
submissions is February 18, 2015. *°

In early March 2015, the City of Winnipeg reportedly allocated $2 million to build a
bridge over the causeway in Manitoba between Shoal Lake #40 and the Trans-Canada
Highway.
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